
money came to Peter, and said, Doth not your 
master pay tribute? He saith, Yes… 
 

     In this passage we find Jewish tax collectors 
for the Temple at Jerusalem coming to the 
disciple Peter and confronting him as to 
whether Jesus paid the temple tax.  This was a 
tax allowed by the Bible (Exodus 30:13-14) 
which seemed to be voluntary, over and above 
the Old Testament Tithe. This tax was used for 
the daily maintenance and upkeep of the 
Temple as well as for the purchase of animals 
for the daily sacrifice, wood, flour, salt, incense 
and other necessities found there.  This tax was 
given annually to Jewish males from the ages 
of twenty to fifty years old, which meant Jesus 
did fit the age requirement. 
 

     The “tribute” itself was called the 
Didrachma, or Double Drachma. The Drachma 
was a Grecian coin, and the Didrachma, or 
Double Drachma, was a silver coin equal to the 
Jewish half-shekel.   
 

     Peter answered the tax collector in this 
passage in the affirmative, without any shadow 
of doubt, that Jesus paid this tax and all the 
taxes of the nation, as this had been his 
Master’s practice. Jesus then used this 
discussion as an illustration to show that He 
was the Son of God (Matthew 17:25-26).  
Finally, Jesus had a miracle take place so that 
Peter could pay the tax for Jesus and Peter.  
Matthew 17:27 states:  
 

Jesus said: Notwithstanding, lest we should 
offend them, go thou to the sea, and cast an 
hook, and take up the fish that first cometh 
up; and when thou hast opened his mouth, 
thou shalt find a piece of money: that take, 
and give unto them for me and thee.  

 

     In 1599, the Reformers of Geneva correctly 
commented in their translation notes 

concerning this verse: In that Christ willingly 
obeys…edicts, he shows that civil policy is not 
taken away by the Gospel.  
 

REASON IV: 
The Statements of Paul And Peter 

In Romans 13 And I Peter 2  
 

Romans 13:6-7: For this cause pay ye tribute 
also: for they are God's ministers, attending 
continually upon this very thing.  Render 
therefore to all their dues: tribute to whom 
tribute is due; custom to whom custom… 
 

I Peter 2:13-15: Submit yourselves to every 
ordinance of man for the Lord's sake: whether 
it be to the king, as supreme; Or unto 
governors, as unto them that are sent by him 
for the punishment of evildoers, and for the 
praise of them that do well. For so is the will of 
God. 
 

     These passages clearly declare that the 
tribute, custom, and ordinances of government 
should be submitted to, for this is the will of 
God.  We must remember that taxes are just 
money, which the Bible tells us moth and rust 
doth corrupt (Matthew 6:19).  It, along with all 
earthly things will eventually be destroyed (II 
Peter 3:10).  As the popular sayings go, “You 
can’t take it with you” and “There are no U-
Haul’s in the funeral procession.”  However, all 
men will answer at the final judgment 
(Revelation 20:11-15), and it will not matter if 
you gain the whole world, and lose your soul 
(Mark 8:36).  It is much more important to 
store up for yourselves treasures in heaven 
(Matthew 6:19) by trusting in Christ alone as 
your Lord and Savior.  Jesus said: I am the 
way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh 
unto the Father, but by me.  If you want the 
greatest possession of all, heaven (Revelation 
21-22), trust in Christ today.   

               IV BIBLICAL           
        REASONS      
 TO PAY TAXES 

By: Rev. Joshua M. Wallnofer 
 

REASON I: 
The Example of Mary And Joseph 

 

Luke 2:1-3: And it came to pass in those days, 
that there went out a decree from Caesar 
Augustus, that all the world should be taxed.  
(And this taxing was first made when Cyrenius 
was governor of Syria.) And all went to be 
taxed, every one into his own city.1 
 

     Caesar Augustus was made the ruler of the 
Roman Empire in 27 B.C. and ruled to A.D. 
14.  There were many Jewish Zealots during 
this time period who protested Rome's taxes 
and control over the nation of Israel.  They 
despised Caesar and refused to take part in the 
Roman Empire or its taxation, as is recorded in 
these verses. This was because the Roman 
Emperor made himself as a God before the 
people and participated in many things that 
were considered vile and offensive to the 
Jewish people. Luke 2:4-5 tells us how Mary 
and Joseph responded to this decree of taxation 
from Caesar Augustus. 
 

Luke 2:4-5: And Joseph also went up from 
Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into 
Judaea, unto the city of David, which is called 
Bethlehem; (because he was of the house and 
lineage of David:) To be taxed with Mary his 
espoused wife, being great with child. 
                                                
1 All Scripture quotations are taken from The Holy Bible, 
King James Version (Cambridge: 1769). 

 



 
     Joseph was a descendant of King David 
(Luke 1:27) who was born in Bethlehem.  
Mary, Joseph's espoused wife, accompanied 
him on this trip.  This is the same Mary whom 
the Scriptures declared one chapter earlier:  

 
 
 
 

Hail, thou that art highly favoured, the Lord 
is with thee: blessed art thou among 
women...Fear not, Mary: for thou hast found 
favour with God (Luke 1:28; 30).   

 
 
 
 

     The phrase “highly favored” in the Greek 
language is a passive participle, which tells us 
that Mary received the favor from God. The 
Greek word is CHARITOO (χαριτόω), defined 
by Thayer's Greek-English Lexicon as "lovely, 
compassed with favour."2  Mary was a Godly 
young virgin (Isaiah 7:14; Matthew 1:23) who 
followed the commandment of the government 
God had placed over her and went to take part 
in the census and taxation. The word(s) 
tax/taxing in the Greek language is 
APOGRAPHE (ἀπογραφή), defined as "an 
enrolment or registration in the public records 
of persons together with their income and 
property, as the basis of a census or valuation, 
i.e. that it might appear how much tax should 
be levied upon each one." The Bible clearly 
teaches here that Mary and Joseph paid the 
taxes the government demanded of them. This 
Godly young woman clearly gave an example 
for all to follow concerning taxes. 
 

     A second issue of extreme importance in 
this passage is one of the fulfillment of 
Messianic Prophecy. If Mary and Joseph had 
disobeyed the Roman Government, Mary’s son 

                                                
2 All Greek definitions are taken from Joseph H. Thayer, 
Thayer's Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament 
(Peabody: Hendrickson Publishers Inc., 2002). 

Jesus, the Jewish Messiah (Christ), would 
never have been born in Bethlehem. His birth 
and Messianic qualifications would not have 
been in line with the Hebrew Scriptures and 
more specifically Micah the prophet, who 
proclaimed about the coming of the Messiah:  

 
 
 
 

…Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou be little 
among the thousands of Judah, yet out of thee 
shall he come forth unto me that is to be ruler 
in Israel; whose goings forth have been from 
of old, from everlasting (Micah 5:2).  

 
 
 
 

     The obedience of Mary and Joseph in 
paying their taxes resulted in Jesus fulfilling 
the prophecy of God concerning His birthplace.  
 

REASON II: 
The Words of Jesus As Found In    
The Synoptic Gospels (Matthew 

22:21; Mark 12:17; And Luke 20:25). 
 
 
 
 

     In the context of these three passages, we 
find the disciples of the Pharisees (the religious 
leaders of Jesus day), along with the Herodians 
(a political party of Israel which constituted 
those who supported King Herod, the ruler of 
Galilee and Perea) coming to Jesus to entangle 
(Matthew 22:15) Him, or to catch Him in a 
trap.  The Pharisees and Herodians were bitter 
enemies, yet were willing to team up if it meant 
ending the ministry of Jesus. 
 
     These leaders asked Jesus whether it was 
lawful to pay tribute to Caesar or not (Matthew 
22:17). If Jesus was against taxation, He surely 
could have set the record straight in this 
passage. Jesus asked them to show Him the 
coin for the tax (Matthew 22:19), which was a 
Denarius. This coin was used for the Capitation 
tax, or as a poll tax. It was made of silver and 
had the figure of Caesar engraved on it and a 

superscription, “Tiberiou Kaisaros.” The 
Denarius was also reported to have the 
superscription “Tiberius, son of the Divine 
Augustus” and “Tiberius, son of the High 
Priest” on it. To the Jews, it was a blasphemous 
thing to declare any man to be divine, as it was 
considered a transgression of the first two of 
the Ten Commandments (Exodus 20:3-5). 
 
     The infamous words of Jesus in answer to 
these leaders concerning taxes and the 
Denarius have been some of the most quoted 
words found in Scripture.  Jesus responded to 
these leaders:  
 
 
 
 

Then saith he unto them, Render therefore 
unto Caesar the things which are Caesar's; 
and unto God the things that are God's 
(Matthew 22:21). 

 
 
 
 

     Jesus stated to “render” unto Caesar that 
which belonged to him. The coin was minted 
by the emperor and had his image stamped on 
it and was considered personal property even 
while it was in circulation.  This made it proper 
to return the coin to him.  The word “render” in 
the Greek Language is APODIDOMI 
(ἀποδίδωμι), which means “to give back, to 
pay off, to restore what is due.” Jesus clearly 
stated in this passage that taxes which are owed 
should be paid to whatever government is over 
us, even if it is a corrupt government that did 
not hold to Judeo-Christian principles like 
Rome. 
 

REASON III: 
The Behavior of Jesus And His 

Payment of Taxes In Matthew 17 
 
Matthew 17:24-25a: And when they were 
come to Capernaum, they that received tribute  


