
His grief was very great. In the midst of all this 
sadness that entered his life, Job still followed the 
Lord.  He compared his life of misery with that of 
a child who dies at birth and concluded that the 
child is better off, being in perfect rest, free from 
all the pain, suffering, and sadness of this world. 
This child now lives with the formerly weary and 
troubled in heaven, and Job would have been 
better off if this would have happened to him. 

Why died I not from the womb? why did I not 
give up the ghost when I came out of the 
belly?...For now should I have lain still and 
been quiet, I should have slept: then had I 
been at rest…as an hidden untimely birth 
[stillborn child] I had not been; as infants 
which never saw light…There the wicked 
cease from troubling; and there the weary be 
at rest.  There the prisoners rest together; they 
hear not the voice of the oppressor. The small 
and great are there; and the servant is free 
from his master (Job 3:11-19). 

The prophet Jeremiah felt the same way 
as Job (Jeremiah 20:14-18). He stated that it 
would have been better: That my mother might 
have been my grave, and her womb to be 
always great with me…   
 

THE WORDS OF JESUS 

The Lord Jesus made many comments 
about children and their relationship to Him that 
should bring comfort to the parent who has lost a 
child. He stated: Except ye be converted, and 
become as little children, ye shall not enter into 
the kingdom of heaven. Whosoever therefore 
shall humble himself as this little child, the same 
is greatest in the kingdom of heaven (Matthew 
18:3-4). Suffer the little children to come unto 
me, and forbid them not: for of such is the 
kingdom of God, and then he took them up in his 
arms, put his hands upon them, and blessed them 
(Mark 10:14, 16). God’s blessing is reserved only 
for those who are in a relationship with Him, and 
so as Christ blessed these children, he showed 
they were His. 

 

HEAVEN, REVELATION, AND DAVID 
When one comes to Revelation 7, those 

whom make up the population of heaven are 
described. Revelation 7:9 states:                           

After this I beheld, and, lo, a great multitude, 
which no man could number of all nations, 
and kindreds, and people, and tongues, stood 
before the throne, and before the Lamb [Jesus 
Christ], clothed with white robes…  

The question must be asked: How can 
men from all tribes and people and tongues be in 
heaven when many today, and especially in the 
past, have never even heard the Gospel in certain 
remote tribes? The answer is simple: every tribe 
has women, and many of those women have lost 
their children, whether in the womb or at a young 
age from sickness, disease, or tragedy. There 
must be countless children from these tribes in 
heaven, who now worship the Lord around His 
throne, enjoying the pleasures and glories of 
eternity with Christ. 
 King David may be the greatest example 
of hope from God’s Word concerning the loss of 
a child.  David lost his son right after birth.  He 
stated:  

While the child was yet alive, I fasted and 
wept: for I said, Who can tell whether GOD 
will be gracious to me, that the child may live? 
But now he is dead, wherefore should I fast? 
can I bring him back again? I shall go to him, 
but he shall not return to me (II Samuel 
12:22-23). 

 It must be noted that David did not say “I 
will go to his place,” or “I will go where he is.”  
David said, I will go to him, letting us know that 
our children who have not reached a condition of 
accountability and die will go to heaven, and we 
will know them personally there. Those of us 
who have lost children here on this earth have 
great surprises awaiting us in heaven if we have 
trusted in Christ!      
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GOD’S WORD AND THE 
PASSING OF A CHILD 

Words of hope for those            
who have lost a child  
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To depart, and to be with Christ…is far better (Philippians 1:23). 

What does God have to say about the loss 
of a child?  This is one of the most frequently 
asked questions, especially when a child is lost in 
the womb or at a very young age. It is one of the 
hardest experiences in life a mother or father can 
go through.  If this is a question you are asking, 
you are not alone. 

Many have undergone what you are 
feeling and dealing with, as:  

About 25 percent of all conceptions do not 
complete the twentieth week of pregnancy.  In 
other words, at least one out of four persons 
conceived die in the womb.  Seventy-five 
percent of these deaths occur in the first 
twelve weeks. One world health organization 
reported that 4,350,000 babies died at birth in 
the year 1999, but many experts believe the 
actual figure is much higher. They estimate 
that closer to ten million babies die at birth 
around the world every year, since most losses 
aren’t reported.1 

These staggering statistics do not even 
take into account the estimated one million 
abortions that take place annually in the U.S.A.2 
and 26-31 million legal abortions worldwide.3  
The question we must ask is what happens to all 
these children when they leave this world?  In 
order to answer this question, we must look at 
God’s Word, the Bible, and understand what He 
has to say about these children.                                  
                                                
1 John MacArthur, Safe In The Arms of God, 4.             
2 Statistics from the Centers For Disease Control and the Alan 
Guttmacher Institute. 
3 Statistics from the Alan Guttmacher Institute 



GOD IS THE CREATOR OF ALL LIFE 
Psalms 139:13-15: For thou hast possessed my 
reins [formed by inner parts]: thou hast 
covered me in my mother's womb. I will praise 
thee; for I am fearfully and wonderfully made: 
marvellous are thy works; and that my soul 
knoweth right well.   

These verses state that all men have been 
formed by God in the womb. All are formed 
fearfully, which means with reverence, honor, 
and respect.4 Each child is formed wonderfully, 
denoting they were made distinctly, marked out, 
and distinguished. The creative work of God is 
described as marvelous, meaning His work was 
beyond man’s power, an extraordinary or hard 
or difficult thing to do. Job makes a similar 
comment: 

Job 31:15: Did not he that made me in the 
womb make him? and did not one fashion us in 
the womb?  
 Job states that God was the one who 
fashions each fetus in the womb. Fashion means: 
to establish, to set up, to fix, to accomplish. 

 
 
 

FROM THE TIME OF CONCEPTION ON, 
ALL CHILDREN ARE OWNED BY GOD 

 During Bible times, many of the pagan 
religions took part in a terrible ritual known as 
child sacrifice.  The people would take their 
young children, sometimes just newborn, and 
throw them into a fire to “offer” them to their 
false gods. The Prophet Ezekiel spoke for the true 
God against those who took part in this wicked 
practice. He said: That thou hast slain my 
children, and delivered them to cause them to 
pass through the fire for them (Ezekiel 16:21).  

God says, ‘These are my children,’ as he 
condemns those who took part in this terrible 
practice.                                                                    

 

ALL CHILDREN ARE INNOCENT                       
BEFORE GOD 

                                                
4 All Definitions are taken from Brown-Driver-Briggs’ Hebrew-
English Lexicon. 

From the time of conception to the 
condition of accountability, all children are 
innocent before God.  The Lord also used the 
prophet Jeremiah to condemn the people of Israel 
for taking part in the terrible crime of sacrificing 
their children to false gods. In Jeremiah 2:34 he 
describes the children who have died as the souls 
of the poor innocents.  In Jeremiah 19:4-5, God 
states they had filled this place with the blood of 
innocents; They have built also the high places of 
Baal, to burn their sons with fire for burnt 
offerings unto Baal. 
THE CONDITION OF ACCOUNTABILITY 

According to the Bible, all children are in 
this condition of innocence before God until they 
know to refuse the evil, and choose the good 
(Isaiah 7:15).5 This means that until a child can 
discern between right and wrong, and has the 
maturity to repent and trust in Christ as Lord and 
Savior, the child is innocent. Each child reaches 
this condition at different times in their lives, 
some as early as 3 years old, some at twelve years 
old, and those born with mental handicaps 
sometimes never reach this condition, leaving 
them forever innocent before God on this earth. 
Once a child reaches the maturity level to 
understand good and evil, and has the ability to 
have faith in Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of 
their sins, they are accountable before God and 
must answer to Him for all they do on this earth.  
Deuteronomy 1:39 sums it up this way: Moreover 
your little ones…and your children, which in that 
day had no knowledge between good and evil… 

SOLOMON AND JEROBOAM  
King Solomon was one of the greatest 

leaders in all the history of the nation of Israel.  
He was also one of the wisest men to ever walk 
the earth, for God endowed him with great 
wisdom. Solomon stated in the book of 
Ecclesiastes 6:3-6 that a man could have a 
hundred children, live a long life, and yet if he is 

                                                
5 See also Jonah 4:11 for the Condition of Accountability. 

not in a right relationship with God, that an 
untimely birth [stillborn child] is better than 
he...this [the child] hath more rest than the other.  
Why would a child who dies in the womb have 
more rest? The answer is simple. A child is 
created by God, innocent before Him, owned by 
Him, is not yet accountable to Him, and so now is 
with the Lord in heaven! 
 In contrast to Solomon, King Jeroboam 
was one of the most evil kings in all of Israel.  In 
I Kings 14:9-11, God condemned Jeroboam, for 
he had: done evil above all that were before thee: 
for thou hast gone and made thee other gods, and 
molten images, to provoke me [the Lord] to 
anger. God stated that because of Jeroboam’s sin 
against him and Israel, Jeroboam and all his 
family would lose their lives. He would not even 
get a proper burial, but instead would be eaten by 
dogs and the birds of the air (I Kings 14:11), 
which would be the most unpleasant ending for a 
Jew. However, God promised to let Jeroboam’s 
young child die a peaceful death and have a 
burial. God stated: he only of Jeroboam shall 
come to the grave, because in him there is found 
some good thing toward the LORD God of Israel 
in the house of Jeroboam (I Kings 14:12-13). 
This young child was created by God, innocent 
before Him and so received a proper burial and 
came into the presence of the Lord in heaven. 

JOB AND JEREMIAH 
 The words of Job also help to answer 
the question of what happens to these young 
children.  Job was a happy, healthy, wealthy, 
successful, and upright man who had a large 
family, followed God, and shunned evil (Job 
1:1-3).  However, this all changed as he lost his 
monetary possessions (Job 1:14-17), his 
children (Job 1:18-19) and received sore boils 
from the sole of his  foot  unto  his  crown 
[head]  (Job 2:7). He was in such a terrible 
position  in  life  that  his  wife  advised  him  to 
just curse God and die (Job 2:9).  Job 2:13 states: 


