
HEAVEN IS CURSE FREE 
Revelation 22:3: And there shall be no more 
curse: but the throne of God and of the Lamb 
shall be in it; and his servants shall serve him:  

In the beginning of this world, when 
man had sinned, God brought a curse upon the 
earth. God said to the first man, Adam, “Cursed 
is the ground because of you” (Gen. 3:17). 
From that point on mankind died, and it took 
hard work for the ground to grow anything, and 
the animals did not live harmoniously with man 
any more.  

However, in heaven, things are in their 
pre-sin condition as the curse is gone. There 
will be no more death, no more will the ground 
yield thorns and thistles, animals will no more 
rebel against man, and food will be plenteous 
and free. While food is not something we will 
need to survive in heaven (Rev. 7:16), we will 
have it for enjoyment (I Tim. 6:17) as Jesus 
Himself will provide it for us (Rev. 7:17). What 
great delicacies we will surely take pleasure in 
(Rev. 22:1-2)!    

Concerning animals, many wonder 
whether they will be in heaven. We are 
specifically told horses will be present 
(Revelation 19:14), and that there are 
“creatures in heaven” just as there are “on the 
earth…under the earth” and “in the sea” (Rev. 
5:13).  Animals have always been special in the 
sight of God. When God destroyed the earth by 
a flood, he let two groups survive, His children 
and the animals, and He made a covenant with 
both. Why would they not again be with us and 
Him for enjoyment?   

To summarize the removal of the curse, 
one writer, Randy Alcorn, has written that God 
will “lift the curse morally (in terms of sins), 
psychologically (in terms of sorrows), and 
physically (in terms of thorns in the ground).”  

 

HEAVEN IS A PLACE OF REST 
Revelation 14:13: And I heard a voice from 
heaven saying unto me, Write, Blessed are the 
dead which die in the Lord from henceforth: 
Yea, saith the Spirit, that they may rest from 
their labours; and their works do follow them.  
 When we get to heaven, we will have 
the perfect rest of Christ as we worship Him 
and enjoy what He has given us.  Alcorn has 
interpreted this to mean we will have no more 
“worries, no schedules to meet, no time clocks 
to punch, and no alarm clocks to awake you 
early in the morning.” We will also have rest 
from the curse of sin (Matthew 11:28).  This 
does not mean we do not do anything in 
heaven, or that we are idle, but instead that we 
enjoy the “highest form of spiritual service” 
(A.T. Robertson). We rest from the “labors” of 
this world, but “our works do follow us”.  This 
means we will be busy worshipping God, 
serving God, and exploring and enjoying all the 
“things which God hath prepared for them that 
love Him” ( I Cor. 2:9). 
 There is a story of a father walking with 
his son one evening, looking up at the stars. 
The son said to his father, “Oh, Daddy, if the 
wrong side of heaven is so beautiful, what must 
the right side be!”  How astounding and 
amazing will the gift of heaven be for God’s 
children! This is why Martin Luther said: “I 
would not give one moment of heaven for all 
the joys and riches of the world, even if they 
lasted for thousands and thousands of years” 
and John Wesley declared “The best is yet to 
be!” 

ONE MAY GO TO HEAVEN: 
Without health and without wealth 

Without fame and without a great name 
Without learning and without big earning 

Without culture and without beauty and friends 
And without 10,000 other things… 

‘But one can never go to heaven without Christ! 

AA  GGLLIIMMPPSSEE  
OOFF  HHEEAAVVEENN  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

By: Pastor Joshua M. Wallnofer 
 While it is true that the children of God 
receive a great many good things from the Lord 
Jesus Christ while they live, the Bible also 
promises them a much better place, a great 
inheritance when they enter heaven. 

HEAVEN IS PARADISE 
When Jesus was on the Cross, suffering 

the wrath of God for our sins, one of the 
criminals that was next to Him said, “Lord, 
remember me when thou comest into thy 
kingdom.” Jesus answered the man and said to 
him, “Verily [truly], I say unto thee, today shalt 
thou be with me in paradise” (Luke 23:42-43).  
 There are two important principles that 
can be taken from these verses. First, Jesus 
declared that “today shalt thou be with me.” 
This means that at the time of death one 
immediately enters heaven, or as the Apostle 
Paul stated: “…to be absent from the body [is] 
to be present with the Lord” (2 Cor. 5:8) and 
“to depart, and to be with Christ…is far better” 
(Phil. 1:23). 
 Second, Jesus used an important word 
for heaven, the word “paradise”, in the Greek 

 



language PARADEISOS. This was a Persian 
word that was brought into the Greek language 
to describe “an enclosed park or pleasure 
ground; heaven.”  PARADEISOS was used by 
the Jewish people when they translated the Old 
Testament into the Greek language for the 
“Garden of Eden” in Genesis 2:8 and Ezekiel 
28:13. This is important because the Jewish 
people have always expected that God would 
restore the Garden of Eden for eternity, to be 
heaven for God’s people. Now Jesus confirms 
that heaven will be a paradise. This same word 
is used by the Apostle Paul to describe heaven 
(2 Corinthians 12:3), and Jesus used it again in 
Revelation 2:7 to describe heaven as “the 
paradise of God.” 

HEAVEN IS A REAL PLACE 
 Many people have the idea from 
television and movies that heaven is nothing 
but clouds and angels floating around the 
throne of God.  This is not at all what the Bible 
describes. It is called “a better country, that is, 
heavenly: for he hath prepared…a city” (Heb 
11:6). Jesus said that if we believe in God and 
in Him, He has “prepare[d] a place for you,’ 
for in His “Father’s house are many mansions” 
(John 14:2-3). The prophet Jeremiah stated that 
the “country” of heaven is so large that is 
cannot be measured (Jeremiah 31:37). 
 Heaven is a real place, a heavenly 
country, with a special city, prepared by God 
for His people.  John the Apostle described the 
special city, called the “New Jerusalem” in the 
book of Revelation (21:2, 15-16). He stated that 
the city is shaped foursquare like a cube, and 
each side is “12,000 furlongs”, a measurement 
equal to approximately 1,500 miles or 2,200 
kilometers in length, width, and height. A city 
of this size in the middle of the United States 
would stretch from Canada to Mexico and from 
the Appalachian Mountains to the California 

border.  This is forty times bigger than England 
and fifteen thousand times larger than London.  
It has been calculated that if the city is built up 
as high and as wide as the Bible describes, and 
only 25 percent of the space was used for 
homes, 20 billion people could be easily 
accommodated. And this is only the main city 
of heaven! No wonder the prophet Jeremiah 
said heaven is immeasurable.  There will surely 
be a lot to see and to do in heaven.  

HEAVEN IS ETERNAL 
II Corinthians 5:1: …We have a building of 
God, an house not made with hands, eternal in 
the heavens.  
 Some people today worry that heaven 
may not be permanent.  However, God states 
that heaven is eternal, and if we believe in 
Jesus, we are promised “everlasting life” (John 
5:24).  The Greek word for “everlasting”, 
AINION, means “without end, never to cease.” 
This is why the author of the last verse of 
“Amazing Grace”, wrote these words: When 
we’ve been there ten thousand years, bright 
shining as the sun, we’ve no less days to sing 
God’s praise, than when we’d first begun. 

WE WILL KNOW EACH OTHER 
 Jesus said: “Ye shall see Abraham, and 
Isaac, and Jacob, and all the prophets, in the 
kingdom of God” (Luke 13:28).  If we will 
know these men, surely we will know each 
other. Abraham knew who the common beggar 
Lazarus was in heaven (Luke 16). Moses and 
Elijah were present at the Mount of 
Transfiguration and the disciples knew them 
(Matthew 17). After Jesus was resurrected His 
disciples knew and recognized Him. So surely 
we will know and recognize each other and get 
to know others very well in heaven! 

HEAVEN IS HAPPY 
Heaven is described as a place of joy 

and happiness. We live in a world full of 

hardships, sadness, suffering and death. 
However, these things will be removed in 
heaven, as “God shall wipe away all tears from 
their eyes; and there shall be no more death, 
neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there 
be any more pain: for the former things are 
passed away. (Revelation 21:4). With the 
absence of all these things, what else could we 
have but joy! This is surely part of the reason 
why the angels are always singing and shouting 
for joy in heaven (Job 38:6-7; Luke 15:10).   

One of the great hymn writers of the 
past, Fanny Crosby, went blind shortly after 
birth, and lived her whole life without sight. 
Yet she said, “When I get to heaven, the first 
face that shall ever gladden my sight will be 
that of my Savior.” Anything we suffered with 
in this life in our bodies will be removed in 
eternity, and all things will be made right. The 
Apostle Paul wrote that Jesus “shall change our 
vile body, that it may be fashioned like unto His 
glorious body” (Philippians 3:21). What joy we 
will have with a perfect body. 
 Another thing that will make us have 
happiness in heaven is that our reputation will 
be restored. Many of us live today with bad 
standing in the world, tainted pasts, and gossip 
spoken against us. However, in heaven, “the 
rebuke of his [God’s] people shall he take 
away from off all the earth: for the LORD hath 
spoken it” (Isaiah 25:8).  Bad things will no 
more be said against us. Revelation 21:27 states 
that “anything that defileth” is removed, 
meaning evil thoughts, words, and actions will 
not be found in eternity.   

All of these things summarize why the 
theologian Jonathan Edwards said: “It becomes 
us to spend this life only as a journey toward 
heaven…why should we labor for or set our 
hearts on anything else, but that which is our 
proper end and true happiness?” 


