
A Command To All Churches 
  

The instructions and requirements 
for all churches concerning worship and 
leadership are found in the book of              
I Timothy.  In Chapter 2:12-14 we read: 

 

"Let the woman learn in silence with 
all subjection. But I suffer not a 
woman to teach, nor to usurp 
authority over the man, but to be in 
silence. For Adam was first formed, 
then Eve. And Adam was not 
deceived, but the woman being 
deceived was in the transgression." 

 

 We see another command given in 
this passage that prohibits women from 
preaching in the church or taking a 
spiritual position above man.  Once again, 
this charge is not given for cultural 
reasons, but for spiritual reasons.  Paul 
states the justification for this was the 
deception of Eve in the garden of Eden. 
 

Qualifications of a Pastor 
 

 This passage in I Timothy 2 leads 
right into chapter 3, the qualifications of a 
Pastor (Bishop). Just as Jesus called twelve 
men to be his disciples, so these 
qualifications are given to men and men 
only, as they are all masculine in gender, 
ruling out a woman holding this office in 
the church. They include: 

 

3:1:  If a man desire the office of a 
bishop, he desireth a good work. 
3:2:   ...the husband of one wife. 
3:4-5:  One that ruleth well his own 
house, having his children in 

subjection with all gravity; For if a 
man know not how to rule his own 
house, how shall he take care of the 
church of God? 

 

 A woman can not be the husband of 
one wife and most definitely should not be 
ruling her house.  This is the husband’s job 
as he is supposed to be the spiritual head 
of the household. Ephesians 5:22-24 
affirms this: 

 

"Wives, submit yourselves unto your 
own husbands, as unto the Lord. For 
the husband is the head of the wife, even 
as Christ is the head of the church: and 
he is the saviour of the body. Therefore 
as the church is subject unto Christ, so 
let the wives be to their own husbands 
in every thing." 
 

Conclusion 
 

 Though a woman is excluded from 
preaching to men or holding the office of 
pastor, there are many ways she can serve. 
She can teach Sunday School to young 
people, to other women (Titus 2:3-4), or 
take an active part in prayer, music, and 
witnessing ministries. Most importantly, 
she should be "discreet, chaste, a keeper at 
home, good, obedient to her own husband 
[if she is married], that the word of God be 
not blasphemed" (Titus 2:5).       
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Controversy in the Church 
  

There is an extraordinary amount of 
controversy in the modern church over 
whether a woman should be allowed to 
hold the Biblical office of Pastor.1  All one 
has to do to see women occupying this 
                                                        
1 Also termed bishop, overseer, elder, and 
presbyter in the New Testament. 

 



position is turn on the television and 
observe the multitudes of woman 
"preachers" that are broadcasted into the 
home. This can also be observed when one 
opens the phone book and turns to the 
church listings section to see woman 
pastors and co-pastors listed under the 
names of different churches. 

 
 

Only To The Corinthians? 
  

The text that is most frequently 
discussed concerning the issue of women 
Pastors is found in I Corinthians 14:33-35; 
40 which states: 

 
 

"For God is not the author of 
confusion, but of peace, as in all 
churches of the saints. Let your 
women keep silence in the churches: 
for it is not permitted unto them to 
speak; but they are commanded to be 
under obedience, as also saith the 
law. 

And if they will learn any thing, 
let them ask their husbands at home: 
for it is a shame for women to speak 
in the church...Let all things be done 
decently and in order." 

 
 

 After a simple reading of this text, 
one can easily see that the Bible forbids a 
woman from having authority over men in 
a local church setting. There are two major 
excuses that women preachers have used 
against this verse:   
 

Excuse 1: This command was only to 
the unruly Corinthian Church. 
 

This was not just a command to a 
particular church, as Paul states in this 
verse that the reason behind the command 
was because of “the law” (verse 34) of 
Moses, which is universal in nature.  This 
renders this excuse null and void, making  
Paul’s statement more than a cultural 
mandate to the Corinthian church.  In 
Genesis 3:16, the Bible states "your desire 
shall be for your husband, and he shall 
rule over you."  These women who 'preach' 
are trying to rule over men, and this is 
strictly forbidden, for the man is supposed 
to be the leader in the order of Biblical 
headship (I Corinthians 11:32).  Paul then 
goes on to state it is a "shame" (verse 35) 
for women to speak in the church.  The 
Greek word which underlies our English 
Bible for shame is ATIMIA, which can also 
be translated "disgrace" or "vile."3   

Lastly, this excuse is incorrect 
because I Timothy chapters 2-3 affirm that 
this is a universal principle for all local 
churches, as will be discussed later in this 
pamphlet. 
 

Excuse 2: What about all the people 
that are saved and all the good works 
that come about through the 
preaching of women? 
                                                        
2 I Corinthians 11:3: But I would have you 
know, that the head of every man is Christ; 
and the head of the woman is the man; and 
the head of Christ is God.  
 
3 This word is used in Romans 1:26 to 
describe the sin of homosexuality. 

 While it is true that some can be 
saved through hearing a woman preachers 
message, this is not a result of the woman.  
This happens by the declaring of the Word 
of God.  Romans 10:17 states: "So then 
faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by 
the word of God."  Isaiah 55:11 declares 
that His Word "shall not return unto me 
void..."  It is the Word of God that saves or 
convicts a person to live a Godly life, not 
the preacher.  Just because spiritual things 
can happen in the atmosphere of a woman 
preacher does not mean God approves of 
or is blessing her ministry. 

 

 

An Old Testament Example: 
Moses and the Rock 

   

An Old Testament example of this 
is found in the life of Moses.  He was 
leading the children of Israel to the 
promised land, and they had no water.  So 
God commanded Moses in Numbers 
chapter 20 to speak to a rock (v.8), and it 
would bring forth enough water for all the 
children of Israel and their livestock.  
Moses, in anger, disobeyed God (v.11) and 
hit the rock twice with his rod. Water came 
gushing out just as God had promised!  
The water poured out of the rock even 
though Moses disobeyed God and did not 
speak to the rock.  This did not mean that 
God blessed Moses disobedience. God 
took his wrongdoing so seriously that He 
commanded that Moses could NOT enter 
the promised land (v.12).  
   


